3 Basic concepts in organic farming.

A 1.All soil can be amended.

A 2. Add organic materiamycorrhiza+ water.

A 3. Maintain (reapply21 ¢ I 8 SNJ 2 ¥
around trees yearly and cover the paths or
areas between the trees with mulch.



What building materials would be
most affective for constructing our
retaining walls?

A We decided on
aySeadaysSe v
block because;

A 1. it is fairly easy to
install

A 2. it can be done in
phases

A 3. it allows for good
drainage




What Is your soil composition an
what do you want to grow?




The steps we took building our
retaining walls and amending the soll.

A Step 1 dig footing for retaining wall, and
scar/scratch the clay slope into a step and
generously apply gypsum and water (gypsum
breaks down the clay reversing the baking and
leaching process)

A Step 2 locate sources of free quality fill dirt and
organics (year by year | added layers of fill and
compost as | built the walls higher). Get fill from
excavation companies and compost from certifiec
organic equestrian center.



The steps we took building our
retaining walls and amending our soll.

Continued.

A Step3addaz2n é f I &S NI5§earks. NGbad orgaRidNJ
soll is alive and feels springy when you step on it. A good
sign of healthy soll is an abundance of worms. A positive
side effect of organics is the heat they produce. On cold
nights the soil warms the air through convection and
reduces/eliminates frost.

A Step 4encourage the development @frbuscular
mycorrhizafungi. Themycorrhizais a beneficial fungi
which attaches to plant roots and forms a network of fungal
fibers in the soil. This network extends the plants roots
helping to extract mineral nutrients, water, and helps to
prevent erosion. These develop naturally over time in
balanced organic soil or can be added to improve harvests.



Video onmycorrhiza



Maintain and enjoy!

A 1. every year we add-2 ¢
compost around the base off$%
each tree at the same
diameter as the branches.

A 2. we then spread mulch
over the rest of the planting & &
area which helps to hold the: =
nutrients from the compost,
controls weed growth,
prevents erosion, and
breaks down over time to
provide nutrients as well.




Try and avoid Salt.
Enemy #1 for Southern California
growers.

- Salt has the same effect on plants as it does on people

- The 2 primary sources that cause salt build up in the
garden; 1. commercial fertilizermost time released
fertilizers are salt based

2. tap water water is ran through sodium based filters
to remove dangerous elements

- Summer time. The double whammy. Lots of city
water and fertilizer.

- we have nasty water.



Rain water cistern. Connected to my rain gutters. System ca

collect 5300 gallons of water with 2 inches of rain.




HappyPlumeria




Our favorites.
PaulWeissich Kaual beauty
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Our wonderful




Root bound. Fooling a potted plant.



